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by a donation of $5,000.  There was no guarantee our 
Filemaker Pro 12 software for our databases would 
work with Windows 10 so after discussion with other 
committee members I have ordered Filemaker Pro 18 
at a cost $3,400 over a five-year period.  This will use 
part of our bequest we received last year.  We have 
just been informed that our Canon photocopier has 
reached the end of its useful life (5 years) and will need 
replacement at a cost of $8,000 estimated.  There are 
currently no suitable grants available for us to purchase 
computer hardware.

We have been criticised in the past for not upgrading 
our computers regularly and this shows how difficult 
it is for an organisation like ours to do that.  The total 
cost of the above upgrades comes to $16,000 and that 
is only upgrading our present computer hardware and 
software and not replacing them with new computers.  
It is only by the good fortune of a bequest and generous 
donation we have been able to achieve this.

Welcome to the first Newsletter of the year and a 
reminder to members who have not renewed please 
do so to help us carry out our mission of collecting, 
preserving and displaying our regional history.  A 
big thank you to those who have already paid their 
memberships, you support is greatly appreciated.  Also 
a notice that our 2020 Annual Meeting will be held at 
the Museum on Tuesday 18 February 2020 at 3.00 pm. 

Regrettably, we have lost the services of several of our 
volunteers over the past few months: Debbie Reynolds, 
has left having completed scanning the last of the 
Angus McNeil Collection; Ken Brown has embarked 
on a round Australia trip; Dianne MacDonald has left 
due to commitments in looking after her mother in Port 
Macquarie. We wish them well in their new endeavours 
and we now need more than ever to speak to family and 
friends about volunteering here.

We welcomed new volunteers Steve Hulbert (Research, 
Tuesdays) and Annie Reynolds (Photography, Fridays) 
but we do need more.

Carol Smallman’s Journal on Boxing on the Macleay 
River is now at the printers and will be our February 
issue. The rest of the 2020 Journals will be Captain 
Cook Semiquincentennial (or Quarter Millennial) by 
Dianne Nolan, Kempsey Ambulance by Phil Lee and 
War Memorials Part 2 also by myself.

Our next meeting with Kempsey Shire Council will 
be soon when I hope we can discuss our offer to man 
the Visitor Information centre.  At present they are 
conducting survey of tourism operators and will use 
feedback from these stakeholders in their decision.

We have migrated our IBM computer network from 
Windows 7 to Windows 10, this was made possible 

Over the past twelve months I have been communicating 
with Anthony Koch, historian at Mildura 2 OTU 
Heritage regarding an RAAF Curtiss Kittyhawk fighter 
plane which crashed at Collombatti in March 1942 
killing the pilot, Pilot Officer Lloyd Holliday.  Last 
month, I accompanied Glenn Baker to a property in 
Spooners Avenue, where with the property owners’ 
approval, he identified the crash site.   Anthony wants 
to hold a memorial service at the site next month and 
unveil a plaque in memory of Pilot Officer Holliday. I 
have put in an application to Kempsey Shire Council 
for the memorial plaque. Last month, I accompanied 
Glenn Baker to a property in Spooners Avenue where, 
with the property owners’ approval, we went to a 
paddock where he identified the crash site.   

There has been a lot of publicity about the forgotten 
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paintings of Pixie O’Harris which were recently 
discovered at Taree. These were on panels which have 
been restored and are now on display.  Pixie O’Harris 
carried out numerous works for children’s wards 
in NSW Hospitals including the Macleay District 
Hospital completed in September 1948. Inquiries were 
raised about the existence of these, however they were 
apparently murals which have long since been painted 
over. Our Museum does have a collection of framed 
prints of fairy tale scenes which were in the Children’s 
Ward at our local Hospital and which were probably 
removed to make way for the Pixie O’Harris murals. 
These will be put on display as resources and space 
permit.  

Both Debbie Reynolds and Judy Waters have now left 
us which is understandable considering the scanning 
and cataloguing of the Angus McNeil Collection has 
been completed, a task taking over twenty years.     

The recovered catalogue is being used for cataloguing 
new items whilst being modified to improve stability.  
It is hoped by the end of the year that it will be able 
to be used as the customer catalogue.  At present an 
earlier version of the photograph database is being used 
for customer access.

From November we are down to 19 requests for 
research.

Family names included: Mills, Finucane, Dixon, 
Rudder, Herborn, Jarrett, Duff, Nye, Edwards, Marriott, 
Gleeson and Bell.

Topics included the fire at the Dew House, Bellbrook 
1980’s.

Locations included Hat Head and naming origins.
We had a research request from Michelle for Lilly 

Annie Edwards, who was orphaned at an early 
age at Austral Eden. We found some information, 
however in the Dulcie Bowden files we found a lot of 
correspondence which basically had the complete early 
history of the family.  There was an earlier request in 
our files also enquiring about Lilly Annie so we gave 
them Michelle’s email address as well as giving them 
our new found information on the Edwards family.  
The family had lived on Shark Island for many years 
and Victor Charles (‘Charlie’) Edwards, the World 
Lightweight Sculling Champion, was a descendant.

We appreciate the invaluable assistance of patron Terry 
Eakin with our Births, Deaths and Marriages records 
over the past few weeks.  Terry is a researcher with the 
Society of Australian Genealogists and has considerable 
expertise in this area.

Catherine McNeil admiring mural at former Macleay District Hospital by Pixie O’Harris (MRHS collection)


